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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 37, 39-43, 50-52, and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over ANDERSON (6,215,523) in view of BAHL et al. (7,020,475). 

As per claim 41 , and similar claim 37, Anderson teaches the "image display 
device", comprising: 

"selection means for selecting an image signal to be displayed as a main 
image from the plurality of image signals input via said plurality of input terminals" 
(Anderson, the screennail image 704 in figure 8 is a medium version of the original 
image; column 7, lines 56-65); "compression means for compressing the other image 
signals not selected by the selection means" (Anderson, the thumbnail images 700 in 
figure 8 are smallest version of the original image - the compression is the reduction in 
resolution of the original image; column 7, lines 51-55, column 9, lines 36-49); 
"combining means for combining the selected image signal and the other image signals 
compressed by the compression means into a resultant image; and displaying means 
for displaying the resultant image on a screen of a display device" (Anderson, figure 8 of 
the result image). It is noted that Anderson does not teach the wireless inputting of 
image signals or "a plurality of input terminals for inputting a plurality of image signals 
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via a wireless network from a plurality of terminal devices, respectively". However, the 
technology at the time the image was made allows the wireless inputting of image 
signals as claimed (Bahl, column 4, lines 25-42; the wireless communication network). 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made, in view of the teaching of Bahl, to use a wireless communication 
network to supply image data to the computer terminals for the purpose of providing 
information and sharing resources of remote systems (Bahl, column 4, lines 36-39; 
Anderson, column 4, lines 48-55). 

Claim 42 adds into claim 41 , and similar claim 39, "memory means for storing 
modes of the respective image signals" (Anderson, the screennail mode and the 
thumbnail mode; figure 6); and "conversion means for converting modes of the 
respective image signals input via the input terminals into a mode suitable for said 
display device to display the image signals on the basic of the modes stored in said 
memory means" (Anderson, column 6, line 48 to column 7, line 41). 

Claim 43 adds into claim 41 , and similar claim 40, "decision means for 
determining one of the plurality of terminal devices as a master terminal device and the 
remaining terminal devices as slave terminal devices" (Anderson, the external host 
computer for providing the image signals; column 5, lines 29-34), wherein, an image 
signal transmitted from the terminal determined as the master terminal device by said 
decision means is selected as the main image signal among the image signals which 
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are combined and displayed on the screen of said display device" (Anderson, the 
selected image is read from the image data stored in the RAM disk 532 are remotely 
provided from the host computer). 

Claims 50-52 claim a method whose steps perform the functions based on the 
system of claims 41-43; therefore, they are rejected under the same reason. 

Claim 58 claims a storage medium storing computer instruction to perform the 
function of the system of claim 41 (Anderson, column 4, lines 56-59); therefore, it is 
rejected under the same reason. 

Claim 38 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: where an image signal period of image signal transmitted from at least 
transmitting and receiving means of said plurality of terminal devices is represented by 
T, a transmission period of an image signal selected as a main image from the image 
signals combined and displayed on the screen of the display device is represented by 
T1 , a number of image signals which are combined and displayed on the same screen 
of the display device and which are not selected as the main image is represented by n, 
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and a constant k is given, the parameters T, T1 , n, and k are set such that the following 
equation is satisfied: T1 = kT/(n + k). 

Due to the new ground of the rejection cited above, this action has been made 
NON-FINAL 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phu K. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272 
7645. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571) 272 7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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